FURMED rasiess

Composition:

Each FURMED 40 Tablet contains: Furosemide 40 mg.

Each FURMED 80 Tablet contains: Furosemide 80 mg.

Each FURMED 500 Tablet contains: Furosemide 500 mg.
Mechanism of Action:

Furosemide is a loop diuretic that inhibits the Na*/K*/2CI
cotransporter in the ascending thick loop of Henle. So it
decreases the sodium, chloride, and potassium reabsorption
from the tubule. It is more effective than other diuretics.
Pharmacokinetics:

FURMED (Furosemide) is rapidly absorbed after oral admin-
istration but incompletely (60-70)% and its effect increases
significantly within 4 hours. Furosemide binds to plasma pro-
teins up to 99%. And subject to a simple metabolism. Furo-
semide is excreted mainly by the kidneys (80-90)%; A small
portion of the ingested dose is subject to bile elimination and
(10-15)% of it can appear in stool.

Indications:

- FURMED is recommended for use in all cases that require
rapid and effective diuresis.

- Treatment of edema associated with congestive heart fail-
ure, cirrhosis and kidney disease including nephrotic syn-
drome and pulmonary edema.

- Treatment of peripheral edema due to mechanical obstruc-
tion and venous insufficiency.

- Treatment of mild to moderate hypertension when a rapid
diuretic response is required, alone or in combination with
other antihypertensive agents in the treatment of more severe
cases.

- Furosemide 500 mg Tablets should not be given to patients
with normal kidney function.

Contraindications:

- Hypersensitivity to furosemide, amiloride, sulfonamides
or sulfonamide derivatives, or any of the ingredients of the
product.

- Renal failure associated with anuria that does not respond
to furosemide, and kidney failure due to poisoning with toxic
agents for kidney or liver.

- Coma and pre-existing hepatic tumor associated with hepat-
ic encephalopathy.

- Severe hypokalemia, severe hyponatremia, hypovolemia
and dehydration (with or without hypotension accompanying
blood).

- Addison’s disease.

- Concomitant potassium supplements or potassium-sparing
diuretics.

- Furosemide Tablets 500mg should not be given to patients
with normal renal function.

Warning & Precaution:

Particularly careful monitoring is necessary in:

- Patients with hypotension, or who are at risk from a pro-
nounced fall in blood pressure.

- Patients where latent diabetes may become manifest or the
insulin requirements of diabetic patients may increase.

- Patients with gout (regular monitoring of uric acid in se-
rum).

- Patients with hypoproteinaemia, e.g. associated with ne-
phrotic syndrome.

- Premature infants (renal function must be monitored and
renal ultrasonography performed).

Pregnancy & Lactation:

Pregnancy: Pregnancy category C. FURMED should be used
during pregnancy only if the desired benefits justify the po-
tential risk to the fetus.

Lactation: It is transmitted to the fetus through breast milk.
Therefore, caution should be exercised when FURMED is
administered to a nursing mother.

Driving & Using Machines:

FURMED has minor or moderate influence on the ability to
drive and use machines.

Drug Interactions:

- FURMED may increase the ototoxic and nephrotoxic po-
tential of certain antibiotics (eg. aminoglycosides) and certain
cephalosporins (e.g cephaloridine) and other ototoxic drugs.
- Sucralfate decreases the absorption of FURMED from the
intestine and hence, reduces its effect.

- FURMED decreases the excretion of lithium salts and may
cause increased serum lithium levels.

- It is recommended that thyroid hormones be monitored
when high doses of FURMED is used.

- Probenecid: effects of furosemide may be reduced by
probenecid

- Alcohol, anaesthetic agents, alprostadil, levodopa, TCAs,
MAOI, ACE inhibitors, and theophylline: enhanced hypoten-
sive effect.

- Potassium salts (contraindicated ), drosperidone, ciclosprin
and tacrolimus: increased risk of hyperkalaemia.

- NSAIDs —increased risk of nephrotoxicity. Indometacin and
ketorolac may antagonise the effects of furosemide

- Antihistamines, reboxetine, glychyrrizin, corticosteroids
and amphoterecin: increased risk of hypokalaemia.

Side Effects:

Very common: Electrolyte disturbances, dehydration and
hypovolemia, blood triglyceride increased. Hypotension and
orthostatic intolerance, creatinine increased in blood.
Common: Haemoconcentration, hyponatremia, hypochlo-
remia, hypokalemia, cholesterol increased, blood uric acid
increased and gout. Hepatic encephalopathy in patients with
hepatic insufficiency. Urinary volume increased.
Uncommon: Thrombocytopenia, allergic skin and mucosal
reactions. Glucose tolerance decreased and hyperglycaemia,
hearing disorders, usually transitory, nausea ,dermatitis bul-
lous, erythema multiforme, pemphigoid, dermatitis exfolia-
tive, purpura, photosensitivity.

Rare: Fever, vomiting, diarrhoea, vasculitis, paraesthesia, eo-
sinophilia, leukopenia, anaphylactic shock.

Dosage & Administration:

Dosage in adults and children over 12 years:

Oedema: Initially 40mg daily in the morning. Maintenance
dose is 20mg daily or 40mg on alternate days, increased in
resistant oedema to 80mg daily.

Hypertension: 20-40mg twice daily; if 40mg twice daily does
not lead to a clinically satisfactory response, the addition of
other antihypertensive agents should be considered.

Elderly: Furosemide is generally eliminated more slowly.
The dosage should be titrated until the required response is
achieved.

Overdose:

Symptoms: Overdose may lead to hypotension, orthostatic in-
tolerance, electrolyte imbalance or alkalosis. Excessive fluid
loss may cause pronounced hypovolaemia, dehydration, cir-
culatory collapse and haemoconcentration with increased risk
for thrombosis.

Treatment: should be aimed at fluid replacement and correc-
tion of the electrolyte imbalance. Together with the preven-
tion and treatment of serious complications resulting from
such disturbances and of other effects on the body.
Storage:

Store at a temperature below 25°C.Keep out of reach of children.
Packaging:

FURMED (40-80-500): Each carton box contains 20 or 30
tablets in two or three blisters strips.
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